ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
In the District of St. Albans, County of Hertfordshire
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
HELD AT THE PARISH CENTRE, STATION ROAD
BRICKET WOOD, ST ALBANS, HERTS
ON 16 APRIL 2015 AT 7.30 pm
Present:
In attendance:
Officers in attendance:

Dorothy Kerry (Vice Chairman - Chair pro-tem), John Bell, Wendy
Berriman, David Brannen, Karen Hurford, Bill Pryce and Nicholas Tyndale
Three Members of public, District Cllr Yates
Mrs J Pienaar (Clerk)

Cllr Kerry chaired the meeting.
1.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Jay Baillie, Mick Freeman, Ian Getley and Eileen Whittaker.
2.
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS
There were none.
3.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 MARCH 2015

RESOLVED:

Proposed: Cllr Pryce
Seconded: Cllr Bell
That the minutes be approved as a true record.
Votes in favour: unanimous

Motion Carried

4.
NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman accepted an update on the Strategic Rail Freight Interchange.
5.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No requests were received.
6.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Cllr Yates reported that the Hanstead Park planning application had been recommended for refusal
due to insufficient affordable housing but not on Green Belt grounds. The special circumstances for
building on the Green Belt had therefore been challenged.
7.
REPORTS: FINANCE, POLICY AND RESOURCES
7.1 To approve the payments schedules
Members referred to the schedules for March/April.
RESOLVED:

Proposed: Cllr Kerry
Seconded: Cllr Pryce
That the payments schedules be approved.
Votes in favour: unanimous

Motion Carried

Cllrs Kerry and Berriman agreed to sign the cheques.
7.2 To review Special Expenses charges
The Clerk reported that the District Council had been asked for more information but it had not yet
been received.
7.3 To receive a report on s106 expenditure
The Clerk reported that following direct enquiries the District Council had confirmed that £88k was
available under existing s106 agreements toward Leisure arising from developments within the
parish and a request had been made to earmark these funds for the Greenwood Park play area
improvement project. The £7.5k s106 funds from the Bucknalls Lane development had however been
allocated to the Cotlandswick Leisure Centre. A request had been made again for an up-to-date list
of current s106 agreeements but this had not yet been received from the District Council.
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7.4 To receive a report on the parish newsletter distribution
Members referred to the notes on comparative quotations for distribution and noted that the services
of the Royal Mail had been booked as it offered best value for a reliable service.
7.5 To review the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party Terms of Reference (ToR)
Members referred to the draft ToR for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.
RESOLVED:

Proposed: Cllr Pryce
That the ToR be approved.
Votes in favour: unanimous

Seconded: Cllr Berriman

Motion Carried

7.6 To consider awards of grants and discretionary discounts
There were none received.
8.
REPORTS: GENERAL
8.1 To receive an update on the retention of a How Wood Post Office facility
Cllrs Kerry reported that she had met with the Post Office representative, along with Cllr Getley, to
discuss proposals with the owner of Moonlight who had expressed an interest in hosting the Post
Office. Unfortunately the owner had not been able to attend and a further meeting was being
arranged to establish their intentions. In parallel, investigations were being made into the feasibility of
running an outreach service from Rosewood Court. It was noted that the Post Office would not
consider an alternative venue until it was clear that a facility at How Wood could not be achieved. In
the meantime Twinsco had expressed a keen interest.
8.2 To receive an update on Community Assets of Value (CAV) —Scrubbs & Park Woods
Cllr Bell reported that the District Council’s decision had been delayed.
8.3 To receive an update on the applications for the devolvement of assets
A timeline for the devolvement process had been requested and was awaited from the District
Council. Cllr Pryce offered to support the application.
8.4 To receive accreditation under the Local Council Award Scheme
The Quality Parish accreditation demonstrated that the Parish Council met independently assessed
benchmark standards; that it was an active, professional and competent body representative of the
community; was effectively and properly managed and worked closely with the community through
effective communication, with the ability to deliver efficient services to local residents. In recognition
of the calibre of a Quality Council the recently launched Local Council Award Foundation level had
been awarded to St Stephen Parish Council. The award demonstrated that the Council met the
requirements for operating lawfully and according to standard practice.
8.5 To receive an update on the BPA agreement
Members referred to the Clerk’s update.
RESOLVED:

Proposed: Cllr Berriman
Seconded: Cllr Tyndale
Motion Carried
That the Clerk write to the BPA advising that it will not consider any enquiries until
the outstanding payment had been settled.
Votes in favour: unanimous

8.6 To receive an update on Inspiring Libraries consultation
Cllr Pryce reported that the report was not yet available but it was clear that the mobile library service
would no longer continue.
8.7 To receive brief updates and recommendations from the:
a)
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party
Cllr Pryce reported that an invitation had been extended to those residents who had expressed an
interest in being directly involved, to attend the inaugural meeting. Around 60 people attended the
consultation. The next step would be to set up working groups to focus on specific themes. The
application for the designation of the parish area would be considered by the District Council at its
meeting on 23 April and Cllr Pryce said that he would be attending to represent the Council’s
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application. Cllr Bell said that he had reported on the Neighbourhood Plan at the Chiswell Green
Residents’ Association meeting and an article had been included in the Chis Chat magazine.
Public meetings had been arranged to broaden the scope initial consultation during May and June.
b)
Annual Events Working Party
Cllr Hurford confirmed that she would be providing the catering for the Annual Parish meeting. Cllr
Kerry reported on the Armed Forces Day event where there would be a parade from the shops at
Hunters Ride to congregate at the Parish Centre. There would be a brass band and Victorian teas.
Cllr Berriman reported that the Crafts in the Park would run from 27 to 29 July and the Orton Hall had
been booked in case of inclement weather.
c) Parish in Bloom Working Party
It was reported that no volunteers turned out for the Volunteer Day planting event at Greenwood
Park. Cllrs Kerry, Berriman, Hurford, Whittaker and Getley planted up the flower bed at the entrance
to the Parish Centre with help from Mr Wilson. The Working Party had not yet arranged a date for
planting the entrance beds at Greenwood Park and agreed to complete the project as soon as
possible.
8.8 To consider a request from Tots Nursery for a picket fence
Members considered the request for an extended fence alongside the Parish building between the
nursery entrance gate and the main entrance to the centre. The separate entrance at the end of the
building had been specifically created many years ago to provide better security and safety for the
children attending as it removed the risk of young children and parents mingling with deliveries/
collections and other users of the Centre accessing the main entrance. Members were also
concerned as to the visual impact of another fence.
RESOLVED:

Proposed: Cllr Berriman
Seconded: Cllr Pryce
Motion Carried
That the fence is not approved.
Votes in favour: 6
Votes against: 1
Abstentions: 0

8.9 To note new grounds maintenance arrangements between District and County
The new grounds maintenance arrangements between St Albans District Council and Hertfordshire
County Council were noted whereby the District Council would be responsible for grounds
maintenance of cemeteries and closed burial grounds, as well as their parks and green spaces,
woodlands, nature reserves, railway trails, allotments, commons and Council housing sites. In
addition the District Council would be maintaining shrub beds adjacent to highways, sponsored
roundabouts and St Albans entrance sign areas, on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council. Herts
County Council would be responsible for the maintenance of highway verges, weed killing on roads
and pavements, cutting of vegetation on rural roads and trees on highways. Residents were being
asked to report problems with the road, pavement or grass verge (including weed control, grass
cutting, shrub and hedge trimming of these areas) to the County Council directly on:
www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults or 0300 123 4047.
9.
DOCUMENTS RECEIVED
9.1 To receive invitations, training opportunities, notifications and consultations
a)
Consultations
Consultations noted.
b)
Invitations, training opportunities and notifications
Noted and agreed that new Members be enrolled on the Basic Councillor training.
10. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
10.1 To receive & approve minutes of the following committees
The following minutes were received as approved:
Leisure Committee (3)
5 Mar 2015
Planning Committee (9)
12 Mar 2015
10.2 To receive notes taken at the Council’s Working Parties and Forums
The following notes were received as approved:
Annual Events Working Party
10 Mar 2015
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Parish in Bloom Working Party
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

5 Mar 2015
12 Mar 2015
19 Mar 2015

10.3 To note the minutes of the Joint Committees & Associations
The following minutes were received:
Bricket Wood Common Management Committee
10 Feb 2015
Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership Steering Group 17 Feb 2015
11. Strategic Rail Freight Interchange
It was the Parish Council’s long-held view that planning permission should not be granted for the
SRFI in Park Street. Members supported the District Council’s decision to seek leave to appeal the
dismissal of its recent court challenge.
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.58 pm.

If you require this document in an alternative format please contact the Parish Office to discuss
your requirements.
Telephone: 01923 681443
Fax:
01923 681338
Email:
clerk@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Post:
St Stephen Parish Council, The Parish Centre, Station Road,
Bricket Wood, St Albans, Herts, AL2 3JP.
Note: These minutes are to be considered as ‘draft’ until the Council has resolved to approve them.
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